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Special announcement 

Peak tick season runs from September to the end of 
March. However, tick poisoning is now frequently 

occurring throughout the whole year.   

 

 

 

 

 

BIG THANK YOU 

FROM TARONGA 

ZOO 

Keep your eyes peeled! 

We will be running a    

competition towards   

Christmas to give away  

zoo passes.   

LEPTOSPIROSIS 

WHAT IS IT—WHAT IS RECOMMENDED ... 

Last week The University of Sydney Veterinary Teaching Hospital     

identified two cases of Leptospirosis and advised all dog owners in Sur-

rey Hills, Newtown and surrounding areas of the Inner West to vaccinate 

their dogs Last year there were eight identified cases in the Inner West of 

Sydney. 

Recently North Shore Veterinary Specialist Hospital identified a case of        

Leptospirosis in their local area of the lower north shore 

At first Leptospirosis may cause dogs to become very lethargic, with an 

elevated body temperature, vomiting, and diarrhoea. It then often pro-

gresses to symptoms consistent with liver and kidney failure. Dogs      

become infected directly by being in contact with rat urine, if those rats 

are carrying the disease, or indirectly if in contact with contaminated    

water or soil. Dogs can also become infected by hunting and eating rats. 

Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease which means that humans can be-

come infected 

Leptospirosis has not been identified on the Northern Beaches, however, 

The University recommends vaccination for those who live or travel to the 

Inner West with further recommends vaccination for those within a 5km 

radius of Artarmon or Crows Nest. 

Please speak with our staff about vaccinating your dog. Initially, it is a 

course of two vaccines approximately four weeks apart. Following this 

your dog should be vaccinated against Leptospirosis annually. 



Choosing a friendly confident kitten 

 

 
Firstly ensure that the kitten you adopt has had good socialisation 
experiences. Kittens should have experiences such as being       
exposed to different people, animals and situations, during their 
sensitive period (two to seven weeks of age). Studies have shown 
that kittens with better socialisation, rather than just standard care 
(e.g. cleaning, feeding, minimal handling by a small number of    
humans), are less fearful and provide more emotional support for 
owners as adult cats, and thus will make better pets. A kitten that 
has good social interactions during the sensitive period will learn 
that in general, children, dogs and other cats, are safe to interact 
with. 

 

   

Kitten season is generally associated with the warmer months of the year, so now is a common time for peo-
ple to obtain a new kitten. But before you take home the first kitten you see, have a think about what might 
make the best kitten for you. 

 
During the sensitive period, kittens also habituate to things in their 
environment such as the sound of the television and vacuum 
cleaner. If you live in a busy household, you should make sure 
your new kitten has been brought up in a similar situation. A kitten 
that has not habituated to noises and things in the household can 
go on to suffer from ongoing fear and anxiety, which can in turn 
lead to problem behaviour such as urine marking. 

You should ensure your new kitten has been brought up playing with toys, not hands and fingers. A kitten that 
has been allowed to play with hands and fingers can potentially grow up to show increased aggression to own-
ers because it was acceptable as a kitten to play rough with human body parts. 

Find out about the background of the queen, as well as 
the tom if possible. The parents of your new kitten will 
pass on certain traits to the kitten through genetics. It has 
been shown that kittens from friendly and confident toms 
will make friendly and more confident cats themselves. 
The same can be said that queens that are comfortable 
with humans, will have kittens that are more comfortable 
with humans. 

Finally, ask the people caring for your prospective young 
cat, if he or she is a friendly and confident cat. Just like 
people, cats can have different temperaments (i.e. differ-
ent personalities). You might like the appearance of a 
certain kitten over another, but if the kitten you like the 
look of tends to be more aloof and prefers to be in the 
quieter part of the house, this kitten may not suit a busy 
household. Choose the kitten that approaches people 
confidently and appears to enjoy the company of humans 
and other animals. 



 
The poisoning of your pet by a paralysis tick is as serious as a bite from a poisonous snake.     
Seeking urgent veterinary attention for animals affected by tick paralysis is just as important as it is 
for those affected by snake poisoning.  Well over a thousand pets die from tick paralysis each year. 
Several toxic fractions are injected into an animal from the salivary glands of the paralysis tick when 
it is attached, and these toxins can cause many complications.  Early treatment with tick paralysis 
antiserum and hospitalisation will result in saving your pet's life in nearly all cases.  
 
Treatment 

 

Your veterinary surgeon will consider a possible tick case as an emergency and arrange for a     
definite diagnosis to be made as soon as possible.  It may be necessary for your pet's coat to be 
clipped off to find the tick or the crater left in the skin where a tick was attached. 

While antiserum and hospitalisation involve some expense, both are nearly always essential if you 
want to ensure your pet has the best chance of survival.  Hospitalisation is very important, as there 
are often serious complications that require assessment and other medications, which can only be 
given by injection. 

 

Results 

Some animals survive without treatment.  Unfortunately, some animals will die despite being given 
all the appropriate treatment.  Because the chances of successful treatment decrease as the    
symptoms progress and there is no way of telling which animals will survive without treatment, the 
only way to ensure your pet has the best chance of survival is to seek early veterinary treatment. 

 

Prevention 

Daily searching of your pet by thoroughly feeling with the fingertips and removing ticks before they 
inject toxic levels of poison is the safest way to prevent tick paralysis.  Be sure to remove the collar 
and thoroughly check the head, neck, and shoulders as 90% of the ticks will be found in this area.  
There are many oral and topical tick prevention products available, speak with us to determine the 
best preventative for your pet. 

 

Immunity 

There is no vaccination available against the paralysis tick.  Some animals develop a natural im-
munity after exposure to several ticks. The antiserum is made by collecting blood from dogs kept 
immune by controlled exposure to ticks.  It is expensive because there is no way to manufacture it 
chemically. 

Signs of Tick Paralysis 

The earliest signs often suggest that your pet has something caught in its throat or the back legs 
are not working properly.  Other commonly noticed changes are vomiting, heavy breathing with a 
grunt and alteration to your pet's vocal sounds.  While signs vary from patient to patient the usual 
course is a progressive paralysis with subsequent loss of use of back and front legs.  Some         
animals, especially cats, may become distressed, anxious, and confused.  Eventually there is an   
inability to breathe in enough oxygen as the lungs develop congestion and chest muscles become 
paralysed. When animals are fully paralysed the chances of saving them are greatly reduced.   

 

 

  



 

The morning of the start of the show dawned overcast and freezing cold.  (Even though I 
left at the height of the Sydney summer when down-filled coats felt very wrong, I was 
pleased I had appropriate warm clothing.)   The daily Program Guides read like books and 
detailed every event and the breeds scheduled to be shown each day.  There was a gen-
eral air of excitement as the doors opened promptly at 8:30am.  Over the four days we 
were lucky enough to see demonstrations by the Military Bomb Detection dogs, Police  
Dog Unit, Europe’s finest Agility and Obedience competitors and judging of some of the 
most beautiful pedigree breed dogs – many of whom are not seen in Australia.  There was 
some fantastic dog and handler combinations.  The absolute highlight for me was the 
Champion International Freestyle winner.    Their entry can be viewed on https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UouXhwRXYus   
 

There were shopping opportunities in each of the halls, and if there was something you 

liked but thought you would go back later it was imperative to remember exactly where you 

were.  It was very easy to get lost in the vast area of stalls offering a huge variety of     

products for both dogs and their owners. 

 

By the end of the 4 days we were all pretty-much exhausted.  Best in Show was the final 

event.  I’d like to tell you it was ‘edge of your seat’ stuff, but unfortunately it is featured real-

ly quite late in the evening and was somewhat drawn out.  Announcement of the winner is 

dictated by the televising station and their schedule.  The winning dog was a long-haired 

dachshund.  And, as in years past the judge’s decision was subject to much discussion.   

 

It was the following week that the UK went into the all very familiar ‘lockdown’.  I feel very 

privileged to have a) attended such a wonderful ‘overseas’ event, and b) was able to come 

home and self isolate.  Crufts is confirmed to go ahead in 2021, but the question is in what 

form?  I’m sure that the organisers are still working that one out. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday-Friday 

9am-12pm & 4pm –7pm 

Saturday 

9am –12 pm and 2pm—4pm 

Sunday& Public holidays 

9am-11 am 

Open 365 days 

By: Virginia Pennefather 

 

Crufts is an annual 4-day event held in Birmingham in the UK and is billed as the Worlds Biggest Dog Show.  It attracts 

some 20,000 competitors and exhibitors and this year was attended by over 165,000 dog-devotees.  I was fortunate to 

travel there this year with 4 other of my die-hard dog obsessed friends. 

 

The show is held in the National Exhibition Centre (NEC), located adjacent the Birmingham International Airport.  The 

NEC building comprises an area covering 190,000 sq. metres of floor space.  It has 16,500 car parking spaces, a variety 

of surrounding hotels and a major shopping precinct adjacent a big lake surrounded by parkland.  It is also serviced by 

its own train station and monorail.  Crufts takes over the entire NEC centre.  The area is divided into 4 enormous halls 

and 1 Main Arena. The Main  Area seats 10,000 and this is where the competitive dog sports, demonstrations and “Best 

in Show” take place.   

We arrived the day prior to commencement of the show and checked into a rather average hotel charging an exorbitant 

rate (the hotels capitalise on the big events and increase their tariffs accordingly).  It was quite entertaining to watch  

fellow guests who were obviously exhibitors checking in with their dogs.  Several hotels offer rooms on specified levels 

specifically designed for exhibitors with dogs (no carpets and an extra element of sound proofing).    All the dogs within 

the hotel common areas were obviously seasoned travellers, most with their own European Union passports and despite 

the general air of excitement, were extremely well behaved.   
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